
 

From:  Samuel Trosow, Associate Professor, University of Western Ontario 

To: Members, Standing Committee on General Government 

Date: June 5, 2020 

Re:  Hearings on Bill 156, Security from Trespass and Protecting Food Safety Act, 2020 

Dear Committee Members:  

I am scheduled to speak before your Committee on Bill 156 on Tuesday, June 8
th

 at 10 a.m. I 

understand that the proceedings will not be available to the public through live streaming and 

would like to share my concerns about this process in the hope that the problem can either be 

rectified or the proceedings delayed. 

As you know, this is a contentious measure. It will have an impact on transparency and 

expressive activity in the agricultural/food industry. Many believe the Bill will violate the 

Charter on freedom of expression grounds, and I will speak to this issue in my presentation to 

you. Given this sensitive aspect of the measure, it is essential that all of the proceedings be 

conducted in an open and transparent manner.  

In addition to the rights of the general public and the press to observe the public sessions in their 

entirety, it is essential for the various participants to be able to carefully follow the proceedings. I 

want to avoid duplicating points that have already been presented to the Committee on the first 

day. And as I plan to complete my written submission in time for the 6 p.m. deadline, I need to 

access the rest of the proceedings as well. 

I understand that your physical resources are being stretched as you are trying to conduct 

multiple hearings at the same time under difficult and unusual circumstances  But each and every 

one of the hearings must be given the necessary staff and technological resources that it deserves.   

Accordingly, I request that the public be given advance notice about how to access the meetings 

via online stream. If that is not feasible, I would request that the meetings be rescheduled in 

order to accommodate your technological and staffing needs. 

Thank you very much for your consideration of these points. I look forward to sharing my views 

on the merits of this Bill with you on June 8
th
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