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University of Western Ontario - Faculty of Law 

Approaches to Legal Scholarship  

Law 9001/9011 - Fall 2016      
 

Instructor:   Dr. Samuel E. Trosow  

102 Law Building   

(519) 661-2111 x82282 

   strosow@uwo.ca   

      

Class Meetings:  Friday 10:30 am to 1:20 pm (100 Law Building)  

Office Hours:   102 Law Building 

Friday 1:30 pm to 3:00 pm and by appointment 

Description: The purpose of this course is to provide graduate students in the Faculty 

of Law with the tools required to prepare a graduate thesis or project and 

to assist students in their development as legal scholars. This course will 

expose students to a wide range of schools of legal theory, with the goal 

of helping students situate their graduate research within one or more of 

those schools of thought. 

Learning Objectives: At the completion of this course, students will: 

 

1. Develop a working understand of the various schools of thought in 

legal theory / jurisprudence.  

2. Be able to situate their own research and writing, and the work of other 

authors in their field, within one or more of these theoretical traditions. 

3. Be prepared to write a theoretical framework section for their thesis or 

project. 

4. Enhance their speaking, presentation and teaching skills through a 

series of classroom presentations. 

5. Understand the interrelationships between the law, philosophy and 

social theory. 

    

Assessment:  Class Participation   20% 

   Critical Annotated Bibliography  35% 

   Reaction Papers (3@15%)  45% 

 

Reaction Papers 45% (3 @ 15%)  
To focus your preparation for class and to help direct class discussions, 

you will be asked to write 3 short (4-5 page) informal essays concerning 

your reactions to the literature in the area. Your first reaction paper will 

be completed during weeks 3, 4, or 5.   

 

Your thought-provoking and original written comments should be 

circulated to every member of the class by 6 pm the evening before the 

class for which they are due.  

mailto:strosow@uwo.ca
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Using the core readings as a starting point, you will review additional 

readings in the area. The reaction papers will be prepared for each class 

for weeks 3 through 11. You will be asked to make a short presentation 

and take co-responsibility for leading the class discussion. Depending on 

the class size, approximately 4 or 5 reaction papers will be prepared each 

week for weeks 3 through 11. 

 

Critical Annotated Bibliography   35% (Due December 20
th

)  

In order to help you become familiar with a range of scholarly literature, 

and to focus your attention on a particular school (or schools) of legal 

thought as they apply to your individual research project, each student 

will prepare a critical annotated bibliography.  It will begin with a 

general problem statement outlining the scope of the literature reviewed, 

and will be followed by an annotation of 20-25 articles (or book chapters 

or other resources) that best represent a particular school(s) of legal 

thought and how it/they are applied to your field.  As an alternative, you 

can use the bibliographic essay format. (We will discuss the different 

formats in class). This assignment is not a substantive paper/review about 

your area of the law; it should focus on how legal theory/theories are 

used in your area.  

 

You will also be asked to make a short presentation about your work (still 

in-progress) towards the end of the term, which will give you the 

opportunity to get feedback before your final work is due on Dec 20
th

. 

    

 Class Participation 20%  

This course will be conducted in a small seminar format, attendance is 

mandatory, and the active and informed participation of every student is 

critical.  The flow of the class discussion will be centered around the 

student-led presentations of their reaction papers, as well as lectures from 

the instructor and guest speakers.  

 

In weeks that you are not presenting a paper, you are expected to do the 

core readings and also the papers (you will receive the prior Thursday 

evening). You should prepare a question to ask the author of each 

reaction paper. In weeks you are presenting a paper  you will have a 

deeper understanding about the particular school of thought or theorist(s) 

you are writing about and you will be prepared to present your work and 

lead the class discussion.  

 

There is no OWL page for this class, class announcements about 

upcoming readings and assignments, etc. will be made during class time 

or over the class e-mail list. Please limit your use of electronic devices to 

purposes directly related to the class discussion. Please turn off your cell 

phones ringers and refrain from checking e-mails and texts while class is 

in session. 
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Tentative Course Outline and Core Readings 
 

This schedule is subject to change over the term. Chapters refer to M. Freedman, Lloyd’s 

Introduction to Jurisprudence, (9
th

ed) and R. Wacks Understanding Jurisprudence (4
th

ed). 

 

Week 1 (September 9):  

Class Introductions  

Overview of Course 

 

Week 2 (September 16):  

Introduction to Jurisprudence  

(Lloyd’s Chapter 1/ Wacks Chapter 1) 

Selection of Reaction Paper assignments 

 

Week 3 (September 23):  

Natural Law  

(Lloyd’s Chapter 2 / Wacks Chapter 2)  

 

Week 4 (September 30):  

Classical Legal Positivism (Guest Speaker Prof. Margaret Martin) 

(Lloyd’s Chapters 3 & 4 / Wacks Chapter 3)  

 

Week 5 (October 7):  

Modern Analytical Jurisprudence  

(Lloyd’s Chapter 5 / Wacks Chapter 4) 

(Guest speaker Prof Margaret Martin) 

 

Week 6 (October 14):   

Sociological Jurisprudence & the Sociology of Law  

(Lloyd’s Chapter 8 / Wacks Chapter 7)  

Historical Jurisprudence  

(Lloyd’s Chapter 11 / Wacks Chapter 8)  

 

Week 7 (October 21) 

Realism  

(Lloyd’s Chapters 9 & 10 / Wacks Chapter 6) 

 

Week 8 (October 28):  

Realism (cont’d) 

Law & Economics (Guest speaker Prof. Randal Graham, readings tba) 

 

Week 9 (November 4)  

Marxian Theories of Law/ Critical Legal Studies  

(Lloyd’s Chap 12-13 / Wacks Chap 7.6 & 13.1) 
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Week 10 (November 11) 

Feminist Jurisprudence  

(Lloyd’s Chap 14/ Wacks Chapter 14) 

(Guest speaker tba) 

 

Week 11: (November 18)  

Post-Modern Jurisprudence & Critical Race Theory  

(Lloyds Chap 15/ wacks Chap 13.2, 14.5)  

 

Weeks 12 & 13: (November 25 & December 2): 

Class Presentation of Literature Reviews and Individual Conferences 

 

Final Papers Due:  December 20 (last day of final exam period) 

 

Note on Core Readings: All students should read the background summary in each chapter in 

Lloyd’s or the corresponding chapter in Wacks (or both). This will give you a general 

background and assist you in preparing your question and help you participate in the class 

discussion. Also note, there are countless other Jurisprudence or Philosophy of Law books you 

can use as well. 

 

For the weeks you are preparing a reaction paper, you should read broadly in the area (consider 

the extracts in Lloyd’s) and incorporate this broader material into your work. It is not acceptable 

to merely reiterate what is in the Wacks Chapter and the background summary in the Lloyd’s 

chapter into your paper.  Much more depth is needed for these (3) weeks.  

 

Lloyd’s is now in its 9
th

 edition, and Wacks in its 4
th

, but you can use earlier editions if you 

have access to them. The current editions will be placed on two hour reserve at the law library 

circulation desk and are also available for purchase. 

 

 Michael Freedman, Lloyd’s Introduction to Jurisprudence (9
th

 ed) LAWSTK K230.L56 

2014 (also available for purchase) (the 8
th

 ed is also on law reserve) 

 Raymond Wacks, Understanding Jurisprudence by (4th ed) LAWSTK K230.W29 A38 

2015 (also available for purchase) 

 

Statement on Academic Offences: Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are 

directed to read the appropriate policy, specifically, the definition of what constitutes a 

Scholastic Offence, at the following Web site: 
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_grad.pdf 

Support Services: Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Mental 

Health@Western http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/ for a complete list of options about 

how to obtain help. 

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_grad.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/

