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University of Western Ontario 

Faculty of Information & Media Studies 

MJCOM 9105- Fall 2015 

Information & Media Law  

 

Instructor:   Dr. Samuel E. Trosow strosow@uwo.ca 

   259 North Campus Bldg  (519) 661-2111x88498 

      

Class Meets:    Monday 9am-11:50am (Room 295)  

Office Hours:   NCB 259, Monday 2:00 -3:30 pm and by appointment 

Description: This course introduces students to the legal rights and obligations of 

journalists and communicators. After a general introduction to the 

Canadian legal system; selected legal topics will be examined.  These 

will include freedom of expression, privacy, copyright, broadcast and 

telecommunications regulation, internet regulation, defamation, online 

liability and other emerging issues. 

Assessment:  Short Essay (10%) 

Early in the term you will be asked to write a short essay 

(approximately 5 pages) on a question/topic to be circulated in class. 

 

Analytical Essays (2@ 25%)  
You will be asked to write two formal essays (of approximately 10 pgs 

each) on a question/topics to be circulated. The first paper will be due 

approximately midway through the term (exact date tba), the second 

will be due at the end of the term. Further details and specifications 

will be provided in class. 

 

Group Project/ Presentation (25%) 

Early in the term the class will be divided into several groups. We will 

use these groups for smaller group discussions in class and each group 

will be assigned a specialized topic on which you will write a 

report/resource guide and prepare a short in-class presentation 

    

  Class Participation 15%  

As this course will be conducted in a small seminar format, attendance 

is mandatory and the active participation of every student is critical.  

The flow of the class discussion will be centered around student-led 

presentations, as well as lectures from the instructor and guest 

speakers. Students are asked to limit their use of electronic devices to 

purposes related to the class discussion. 

Readings: There is no set required textbook for this course. Readings will be 

available on reserve at the GRC or available online  

mailto:strosow@uwo.ca
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Recommended for the Copyright segment: Canadian Copyright: A 

Citizen’s Guide (2
nd

 ed, 2012 by Laura Murray and Samuel Trosow) 

 

Tentative Topical Schedule 

 

Date Topic 
September 14 Introductions and Course Overview 

 

September 21 Overview of Canadian Legal System 

Reading Statutes and Court Decisions 

 

September 23  

(Wednesday 12 noon) 

Rogers Chair event on Bill C-51 featuring  Craig Forcese 

September 28 Freedom of Expression and the Right to Communicate under the 

Canadian Charter and International Law 

 

October 5 Regulation under the Broadcasting Act & Telecommunications Act  

Role of the CRTC 

 

October 12 

 

No Class (Thanksgiving) 

October 19 Privacy, Surveillance and Access to Information  

(with guest speaker Lisa Di Valentino) 

 

October 26 Copyright (1) 

Scope of Copyright, Owners Exclusive Rights, Moral Rights 

 

November 2 Copyright (2) 

Fair Dealing and other Users’ Rights / Defenses to Infringement 

 

November 9 Overview of Defamation and other Online Liability Issues 

 

November 16 Websites, Photographs, Films and Social Media Issues  

 

November 23  Publication Bans  

 

November 30 Group Presentations 

 

December 7 Group Presentations  

Course Wrap-up 
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Statement on Academic Offences: Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are 

directed to read the appropriate policy, specifically, the definition of what constitutes a 

Scholastic Offence, at the following Web site: 

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_grad.pdf 

Support Services: Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Mental 

Health@Western http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/ for a complete list of options 

about how to obtain help. 

 

 

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_grad.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/

